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THE HOBBIT: CH 1 KEY POINTS

● Introduction to Bilbo Baggins: Bilbo is a hobbit who enjoys a peaceful, comfortable 
life in his cozy home, Bag End, with no desire for adventure. His quiet existence 
reflects typical hobbit values—comfort, routine, and respectability.

● Gandalf's Arrival: The wizard Gandalf visits Bilbo, hinting at an adventure. Bilbo, 
being a typical hobbit, immediately refuses any idea of leaving his comfortable life 
for something so unpredictable.

● Unexpected Guests: The next day, 13 dwarves, led by Thorin Oakenshield, 
unexpectedly arrive at Bilbo’s home. They are planning a quest to reclaim their 
treasure from the dragon Smaug, and Gandalf has chosen Bilbo as their burglar.

● Thorin's Mission: Thorin explains the dwarves' quest to reclaim their lost homeland 
and treasure from the Lonely Mountain, where the dragon Smaug now hoards their 
ancestors’ riches.

● Bilbo's Inner Conflict: Though Bilbo is reluctant to join the adventure, something 
stirs within him as the dwarves sing about their journey, hinting at his hidden 
potential for adventure. Gandalf believes Bilbo is more capable than he realizes.



THE HOBBIT: CHAPTER 2 KEY POINTS

● Bilbo’s Morning: Bilbo wakes up to find his house in a mess after the dwarves' party, 
with no sign of the group. He is relieved but also disappointed they left without him.

● Gandalf’s Arrival: Gandalf shows up, pointing out a note that explains Bilbo’s role as 
the expedition’s burglar and asking him to meet the dwarves at Green Dragon Inn.

● The Journey Begins: Bilbo rushes to meet the dwarves at the inn and joins them on 
their journey, despite feeling unprepared and nervous about the adventure.

● Encounter with the Trolls: While traveling through the wilderness, the group spots 
a light in the distance, and Bilbo is sent to investigate. He finds three trolls, but his 
attempt to pickpocket them goes wrong, leading to his capture.

● Trolls Capture the Dwarves: The trolls capture the dwarves as they arrive to help 
Bilbo, and it seems they will be eaten, but Gandalf returns in time to save them.

● Gandalf’s Trick: Gandalf tricks the trolls into arguing until sunrise, then daylight 
turns them to stone. The group finds treasure and weapons in the trolls’ cave.



● Arrival at Rivendell: Gandalf leads the group to Rivendell, a peaceful valley where 
Elrond, the elf-lord, lives. The group is welcomed to stay in the Last Homely House 
for a time of rest and recovery.

● Bilbo's Fascination with Elves: Bilbo is enchanted by the elves' songs and the 
beauty of Rivendell. Despite his fascination, the dwarves feel teased by the playful 
elves, reflecting their uneasy relationship with them.

● Elrond’s Discovery: Elrond examines the swords taken from the trolls and reveals 
they are ancient elven weapons, forged for a long-ago war with goblins. This adds 
historical significance to the group's journey, as they now carry powerful weapons.

● The Map's Secret: Elrond also deciphers the moon-letters on Thorin's map, which 
are only visible in specific moonlight. The moon-letters give clues about finding the 
secret entrance to the Lonely Mountain.

● Departure from Rivendell: After two weeks of rest and preparation, the group 
reluctantly leaves Rivendell, heading toward the Misty Mountains. They carry with 
them new knowledge and supplies for the next stage of their adventure.

THE HOBBIT: CHAPTER 3 KEY POINTS



● Journey into the Misty Mountains: Bilbo, Gandalf, and the dwarves begin their 
journey through the dangerous Misty Mountains, guided by Gandalf and Elrond’s 
advice. As they climb higher, the path becomes more treacherous, and Bilbo longs 
for the safety of his hobbit-hole.

● Taking Shelter from the Storm: The group encounters a fierce thunderstorm, with 
lightning, wind, and rain crashing around them. They find shelter in a cave, hoping 
to escape the dangerous weather outside.

● Goblins Attack: During the night, goblins break into the cave through a hidden 
crack in the wall, capturing Bilbo and the dwarves. Gandalf manages to escape with 
a flash of lightning that kills several goblins.

● Facing the Great Goblin: The goblins take the group deep into the mountain to face 
the Great Goblin. When the goblins recognize Thorin’s sword as the famous 
Goblin-cleaver, the Great Goblin orders their execution.

● Gandalf's Rescue: Just as things seem hopeless, Gandalf returns, using magic and 
his sword to defeat the goblins and free the group. He leads them through the dark 
tunnels, but Bilbo is knocked unconscious and separated from the group.
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● Bilbo Wakes Up Alone: Bilbo regains consciousness in a dark tunnel, lost and 
separated from the dwarves. He finds a mysterious ring on the ground.

● Meeting Gollum: Bilbo encounters Gollum, a strange creature living by an 
underground lake. Gollum challenges Bilbo to a life or death riddle contest.

● The Riddle Contest: Gollum and Bilbo take turns asking riddles, at the end, Bilbo 
accidentally asks, "What have I got in my pocket?" confusing Gollum.

● The Missing Ring: Gollum realizes that Bilbo has unknowingly found his magic ring, 
which makes the wearer invisible. Furious, Gollum searches for Bilbo.

● Bilbo's Escape: Bilbo slips the ring onto his finger, becoming invisible to Gollum. He 
follows Gollum to the exit, narrowly escaping both Gollum and the goblins.

● Gollum's Fury: As Bilbo escapes, Gollum, devastated by the loss of his ring, curses 
Bilbo. Gollum vows to hate Bilbo forever, calling him a "thief" as Bilbo slips out into 
daylight.
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● Bilbo’s Escape and Surprise: Bilbo successfully escapes the goblins and finds 
himself on the other side of the Misty Mountains. He uses the magic ring to sneak 
up on Gandalf and the dwarves, earning their respect when he reveals himself.

● Bilbo Gains Respect: After sharing his story (without mentioning the ring), Bilbo 
impresses the dwarves with his cleverness. They now see him as a capable burglar, 
despite their earlier doubts.

● Danger of the Wargs: The group is suddenly surrounded by Wargs, evil wolves 
planning to meet goblins for a raid. They quickly climb trees to escape.

● Gandalf’s Fiery Defense: Gandalf uses magic to set pinecones on fire, throwing 
them at the Wargs. The fire spreads, creating chaos among the wolves.

● The Eagles’ Rescue: As the goblins arrive, the Lord of the Eagles and his 
companions swoop in to rescue the group. The eagles carry them to safety, far from 
the danger of the wolves and goblins.
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● The Eagles' Departure: The eagles drop the company at the Carrock and leave. 
Gandalf tells the group he will soon depart as well, worrying them.

● Meeting Beorn: Gandalf introduces them to Beorn, a skin-changer who can turn 
into a bear. Though initially gruff, Beorn warms up after hearing their story.

● Beorn's Hospitality: Beorn provides food, shelter, and advice but warns them to stay 
inside at night. Bilbo hears strange noises, suspecting Beorn is in bear form.

● Beorn's Investigation: Beorn secretly checks their story, learning goblins and wolves 
are planning to hunt the group. He returns to offer them help.

● Journey to Mirkwood: Beorn supplies ponies and food for their journey to 
Mirkwood. He warns them to never stray from the path in the dangerous forest.

● Gandalf's Departure: Gandalf leaves at the forest's edge, urging them to stay on the 
path. The group enters Mirkwood, feeling uneasy about the challenges ahead.

THE HOBBIT: CHAPTER 7 KEY POINTS



● Lost in Mirkwood: Bilbo and the dwarves struggle through Mirkwood, exhausted 
and hungry, with no sign of relief. They wander in darkness, hungry and desperate.

● Bilbo Climbs a Tree: Bilbo climbs a tree, hoping to see the forest’s end, but 
mistakenly believes they are still far away. His report leaves the group discouraged.

● Vanishing Feast: The group is lured off the path by distant lights, hoping for a feast. 
However, the feast and the Wood-elves vanish, leaving them lost and confused.

● Bilbo’s Spider Battle: Bilbo is attacked by a giant spider but kills it with his sword, 
"Sting," gaining confidence. He sets out to rescue the captured dwarves.

● Rescue from the Spiders: Using his ring to become invisible, Bilbo distracts the 
spiders with taunts and stones. He frees the dwarves and leads the spiders away.

● Thorin’s Capture: After escaping, they discover Thorin is missing, taken prisoner by 
the Wood-elves due to an old grudge against dwarves.
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● Captured by Wood-elves: Bilbo and the dwarves are captured by Wood-elves after 
their battle with the spiders. Bilbo uses his magic ring to remain hidden and follow 
them to the Elvenking's halls.

● Imprisoned by the Elvenking: The Elvenking accuses the dwarves of trespassing 
and imprisons them. Bilbo secretly discovers that Thorin is also a prisoner.

● Bilbo's Escape Plan: Bilbo finds a stream that leads out of the palace and realizes it 
could be used for escape. He forms a plan to free the dwarves using the river.

● Stealing the Keys: Bilbo steals the keys from the drunken guards and unlocks the 
dwarves' cells. He hurries to prepare them for his escape plan.

● Escape in Barrels: Bilbo packs the dwarves into barrels, which the elves send down 
the river. Bilbo rides on top of a barrel, hoping they make it to Lake-town safely.

● A Suspenseful Ending: The dwarves escape the Elvenking’s dungeons, but their 
fate remains uncertain as they float down the river.
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● Arrival at Lake-town: Bilbo and the dwarves float down the river in barrels, reaching 
Lake-town, tired and bruised. Bilbo helps free the dwarves from their barrels.

● Thorin’s Declaration: Thorin declares himself as the King under the Mountain, 
causing excitement. Some believe the old prophecies, while others remain skeptical.

● Town’s Reaction: Many townspeople welcome Thorin, hoping for prosperity. The 
Master is doubtful and concerned about the Wood-elves.

● Hospitality in Lake-town: Despite his doubts, the Master gives the dwarves food, 
shelter, and clothes. The townspeople celebrate, hoping for a brighter future.

● Preparing for the Journey: After recovering, the dwarves prepare to go to Lonely 
Mountain. The Master is eager for them to leave, hoping they will handle Smaug.

● Bilbo’s Worries: While the dwarves are confident, Bilbo is still nervous about facing 
the dragon and feels uneasy.
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● Arrival at the Lonely Mountain: The company reaches the Lonely Mountain after a 
tough journey. The land is barren and ruined by the dragon Smaug.

● Camp Near the Hidden Door: They camp on the western side, searching for the 
secret door, but can't find it and begin to lose hope.

● Bilbo's Discovery: Bilbo notices a thrush cracking a snail on a stone, reminding him 
of Thorin's map and the hidden door.

● The Keyhole Revealed: As the sun sets, a beam of light reveals a keyhole in the rock. 
Thorin uses his key to unlock the hidden door.

● The Door Opens: The door swings open, revealing a dark passage into the 
mountain, leading to Smaug and the treasure.

THE HOBBIT: CHAPTER 11 KEY POINTS



● Bilbo's Task: Thorin declares it's time for Bilbo to earn his reward by exploring 
Smaug’s lair. Bilbo accepts, knowing he’s helped the dwarves before.

● Bilbo Steals a Cup: Inside the mountain, Bilbo finds Smaug asleep on his treasure 
hoard. He steals a cup and returns to the excited dwarves.

● Smaug's Rage: Smaug wakes, notices the missing cup, and erupts in fury. The 
dragon shakes the mountain, forcing the dwarves to hide in the tunnel.

● Bilbo Faces Smaug: Bilbo returns, wearing the magic ring to stay hidden, and 
engages Smaug in riddles. He tricks the dragon into revealing a weak spot on his 
underbelly.

● Bilbo Escapes: After teasing Smaug, Bilbo escapes and tells the dwarves about the 
weak spot. They prepare for the dragon’s revenge.

● Smaug's Revenge: Furious, Smaug flies out to remind everyone who the true King 
under the Mountain is, and the dwarves hide.
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● Trapped in Darkness: The dwarves and Bilbo are stuck in the tunnel, unable to open 
the door, and must venture forward into the dragon’s lair.

● Bilbo Leads the Way: Bilbo convinces the group to go down the tunnel, leading 
them into Smaug’s treasure hall, where they find no sign of the dragon.

● The Arkenstone: Bilbo secretly takes the Arkenstone, a valuable gem Thorin is 
seeking, though he knows it may cause trouble later.

● Treasure Temptation: The dwarves, enchanted by the treasure, begin gathering 
gold and jewels, briefly forgetting their fear of Smaug.

● Escape to the Front Gate: Thorin leads the group through tunnels and stairs, 
eventually reaching the fresh air outside at the Front Gate.

● Smaug's Whereabouts: The group wonders where Smaug is and notices birds 
gathering in the distance, signaling something unknown is happening.
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● Smaug Attacks Lake-town: Smaug flies to Lake-town, setting it ablaze with his fiery 
breath. The townspeople attempt to defend themselves, but their arrows are 
ineffective against the dragon.

● Bard the Hero: Bard, a skilled archer, steps up to lead the defense. Guided by a 
thrush, he finds Smaug’s weak spot and kills the dragon with a single arrow.

● Lake-town in Ruins: Despite Smaug’s death, Lake-town is left in ruins. The survivors 
mourn their losses and seek shelter.

● Bard’s Leadership: Bard is hailed as a hero, with many calling for him to be king. The 
Master of Lake-town tries to blame Thorin and the dwarves for the attack.

● The Lonely Mountain Treasure: Bard begins thinking about the unguarded 
treasure in the Lonely Mountain. He hopes to rebuild Lake-town and Dale.

● The Elvenking Arrives: The Elvenking’s army arrives to aid the survivors. Together 
with Bard, they prepare to march to the Mountain to claim their treasure.
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● Birds Gather: Bilbo and the dwarves notice large flocks of birds, signaling that 
something unusual is happening. This raises concerns among the group.

● Roäc's Message: The raven Roäc brings news that Smaug is dead, and warns that 
elves and men are coming to claim the treasure.

● Thorin’s Refusal: Despite Roäc’s advice, Thorin refuses to share the treasure and 
orders the dwarves to fortify the Mountain.

● Arrival of Elves and Men: Elves and men approach the Mountain wanting to 
negotiate peacefully, but Thorin sees them as enemies and won’t negotiate while 
they are armed.

● Bilbo’s Unease: Bilbo grows uncomfortable with Thorin’s stubbornness and the 
brewing conflict, wishing for a peaceful resolution.
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● Thorin’s Obsession: Thorin demands the Arkenstone be found, valuing it above all 
other treasure. Bilbo secretly possesses the gem and fears Thorin’s wrath.

● Dwarven Reinforcements: Roäc the raven warns that Dain and 500 dwarves are 
coming to support Thorin, but a battle may be imminent. Thorin refuses to make 
peace with Bard and the Elvenking.

● Bilbo’s Secret Plan: Bilbo decides to act alone, sneaking out of the mountain at 
night with the Arkenstone. He hopes to prevent conflict by offering it to Bard and 
the Elvenking.

● A Risky Offer: Bilbo meets with Bard and the Elvenking, revealing the Arkenstone 
and offering it to encourage negotiations. They are shocked by his bravery and 
honesty.

● Gandalf’s Encouragement: Gandalf meets Bilbo briefly, offering him hope and 
suggesting that events are reaching a turning point.
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● Bard's Bargaining Tactic: Bard and the Elvenking use the Arkenstone to negotiate 
with Thorin, who is furious at seeing his prized heirloom in their hands.

● Bilbo’s Confession: Bilbo admits to giving the Arkenstone to Bard to broker peace. 
Thorin, feeling betrayed, disowns Bilbo and calls him a traitor.

● Gandalf's Intervention: Gandalf reveals himself just in time to stop Thorin from 
harming Bilbo and urges calm before rash actions are taken.

● Dain's Army Arrives: Dain, Thorin’s cousin, arrives with armed dwarves to support 
Thorin, but Bard refuses to let them pass to the mountain.

● Goblins and Wargs Attack: Gandalf warns of a greater threat as an army of goblins 
and wolves led by Bolg approaches, forcing elves, men, and dwarves to unite.

● The Battle of Five Armies: The goblins attack, and the battle begins between 
goblins, wolves, elves, men, and dwarves. The eagles arrive to help, but Bilbo is 
knocked unconscious before the end.
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● Bilbo's Recovery: Bilbo wakes up alone on Ravenhill, confused and in pain. He 
discovers the battle is over but at a heavy cost.

● Gandalf and Thorin's Farewell: Gandalf takes Bilbo to Thorin, who is dying. Thorin 
and Bilbo make peace before Thorin passes away.

● Victory and Loss: The goblins are defeated with help from the Eagles and Beorn. 
Thorin is buried under the Lonely Mountain with honor.

● Dain Becomes King: Dain, Thorin’s cousin, becomes King under the Mountain. 
Treasure is divided among Bard, the Elvenking, and Bilbo.

● Bilbo’s Modest Share: Bilbo refuses a large share of treasure, taking only what he 
can carry. He values a simple life over wealth.

● The Journey Home: Bilbo says goodbye to his friends and begins his journey home. 
Accompanied by Gandalf and Beorn, he longs for peace and comfort.
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● Return to Rivendell: Bilbo and Gandalf arrive back in Rivendell, where the elves 
greet them warmly. They rest and recount their adventures to Elrond.

● Gandalf’s Secret Mission: Bilbo learns that Gandalf attended a council of wizards, 
who drove the Necromancer out of Mirkwood, making the north safer.

● The Last Stage of the Journey: Bilbo and Gandalf travel back to the Shire, revisiting 
familiar places, like the troll encounter, and dig up buried treasure.

● Homecoming Surprise: Bilbo arrives to find his belongings being auctioned, as he 
was believed to be dead. He stops the sale, but many hobbits now see him as 
"unrespectable."

● Bilbo’s New Life: Though he loses his old reputation, Bilbo is content, cherishing his 
adventures and friends, while living quietly at Bag End.

● A Visit from Old Friends: Gandalf and Balin visit years later, sharing news of 
prosperity in Dale. Gandalf reminds Bilbo of his important role in the larger world.
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