GRADE 8 SCIENCE INDEPENDENT PROJECT- April 10-MAY 11
DESIGN A SPACE COLONY
Many people believe that the human race will become extinct unless we build space colonies. Apart from the problem of overpopulation, our planet could be destroyed by a natural disaster or other human interferences. Creating a space (or surface) colony would ensure that life could continue. There are two main options: building a colony on the surface of a planet or moon, or building a space station that would orbit around a planet or moon. In both cases, the colony would need to be self-sufficient and provide our basic needs – water, food, energy and life support.
This fun and creative project is an accumulative project using knowledge that you have learned from last year’s ecosystem study, this year’s cell biology unit, and this term’s unit exploring our need for drinking water, chemistry of water, treating water to make it drinkable, and an understanding of the needs of human beings for survival.  The space element of the project will tap into our class’s interest into space and exploring unknown territories!
This is a project that will be done completely in-class.  There will be no need to do anything at home. You will have your 2 Science classes each week to work on it. Please use your class time wisely. The assignments will be submitted directly to my email. (skuehm@bedfordacademy.ca) The assignments will be emailed to your school email and posted on grade 8 website. Please make sure that you do not lose them.  Make a copy of each assignment to put in your Science binder. 
You should be keeping jot notes during this case study investigation that you can use for your assignments and our class discussion.  I will be checking these jot notes on May 11.  This will be part of that 10 point mark. 
There will be three dates of importance that the assignments have to be completed. Please mark them down so that you do not forget. Every assignment must be completed and submitted on time so that there will be no late percent taken off.
APRIL 17- Research Assignment #1 to be completed and submitted (20 pts)
APRIL 27- Research Assignment #2 to be completed and submitted (30 pts)
MAY -11- Research Assignment #3 to be completed and submitted (40 pts)
[bookmark: _GoBack]WEEK OF MAY 11-15 Science classes be prepared to share your findings, analysis, opinions and general thoughts. I will also be looking at your jot notes that you have collected throughout the case study (10 pts). 
Enjoy working on this and I look forward to having some class discussions on your designs and thoughts on living in space, the complications of space exploration, building and surviving on a planet and any other thoughts that you have.  Have fun!  Mrs.Kuehm 
